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Interactive Strategies for Teaching Language Arts

 Activities Include 

                                      Reading                                Research

                                      Writing                                  Art

                                      Comprehension                       Drama

                                     Vocabulary                              Music

                                                      Communication
Character Education Study Guide and

Coloring Poster Available

A+ Children’s Interactive Books of Excellence

When You Absolutely, Positively Must Have Good and Smarter Children,
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Lesson Plan

Subject/Topic Area: Language Arts
Grade Level: PreK-Grade 1

Lesson Title: Casper The Ugliest Caterpillar

Lesson Objectives:

1. To read, comprehend, and enjoy an insect story

2. To use interactive reading strategies

3. To build vocabulary in context and spell vocabulary correctly

4. To research the life cycle of insects

5. To respond to the story through writing, speaking and listening, drama, art, music, and projects

6. To relate the story to personal experience

 QCC Standards: Standards have their original Strand and Standard Numbers.

          2. Listens to a variety of literary forms including stories and poems.
          3. Follows two- and three-part oral directions.
         4.  Recalls information presented orally.
         5.  Interprets the meaning of questions in order to give an appropriate response.
         6.  Increases vocabulary to reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge.
         7.  Communicates effectively when using descriptive language, relating
              experiences, and retelling stories read, heard, or viewed.
         8.  Uses a variety of language patterns and sentence structures.
         9.  Demonstrates an understanding of words and ideas when heard in context.

       12.  Increases vocabulary to reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge.

       17.  Demonstrates an understanding of semantic relationships by using pictures,   

              context clues, word meanings, and prior knowledge in reading.

      19.   Integrates language structure (syntax), meaning clues (semantics), phonetic 

             strategies, and sight vocabulary when reading orally and silently.

      20.  Reads with fluency and expression.

      21.  Recognizes EXPLICIT main ideas, details, sequence of events, and cause-effect 

             relationships in fiction and nonfiction.

     22.   Recognizes IMPLICIT main ideas, details, sequence of events, and cause-effect 

              relationships in fiction and nonfiction.

     23.   Identifies the main characters.

     24.   Identifies characters' actions, motives, emotions, traits, and feelings.

     25.   Draws conclusions and makes predictions and comparisons.

   26.   Reads for understanding and rereads as needed for clarification, self-

             correction, and further comprehension.

     27.  Demonstrates comprehension when reading a variety of literary forms (e.g.,

            fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama).

     31.  Uses examples from literature to create individual and group stories. 

     32.  Uses correct spelling for frequently used sight vocabulary. 

     33.  Uses learned phonetic strategies to spell correctly. 

     34.  Writes a minimum of three sentences about a topic. 

     36.  Communicates ideas by using the writing process.

     37.  Uses available technology to assist in writing. 

     38.  Prints legibly. 

     46.  Uses picture dictionaries as information sources.

     50.  Uses easy fiction books, nonfiction books, various audiovisual resources, and    

            software as information sources.
   51.  Uses the media center and available technology as sources of information and 

            pleasure.   

Technology Connection: Use the Internet and any print media to research and write information about   insects.

Procedures:

Vocabulary:

1. Introduce the story. 

2. Introduce and define unfamiliar words in the story. 

3. Have students use each word in a sentence about insects.  

4. Have students identify and define the words as they read. 

5. Conduct a spelling contest and build a Word Pyramid on the wall. Continue to add new words to the Word Pyramid throughout the year. 

Reading:

1. Read the story aloud or have a student read the story aloud. Remind students to use context clues. 

2. Have students identify the main character and discuss his actions, motives, emotions, traits, and feelings.

3. Allow students to color and discuss illustrations to reinforce the actions and events in the story. 

Comprehension:
1. Have students write answers to recall and interpretation questions. 

2. Have students write all answers in complete sentences.

3. Discuss answers to recall and interpretation questions.  

Research: 

1. Have students name and write five characteristics of the main character (caterpillar).
2. Show students a picture of a caterpillar and a butterfly. Ask them to make lists comparing and contrasting the two. Allow students to read and write information about caterpillars and butterflies from dictionaries, encyclopedias, and Internet. (Include description, habitat, diet, means of protection, etc.) Allow students to share their research.

3. Define “metamorphosis” for the students. Ask them to explain how the word applies to Casper Caterpillar. Have students locate “metamorphosis” in the dictionary and write the definition for future use. Add “metamorphosis” to the Word Pyramid on the wall.   

4. Have students use encyclopedias and Internet to write five sentences describing how butterflies and moths are alike and how they are different. Allow students to share their research.

5. Allow students to research a butterfly bush and a butterfly farm. Have students write three facts (in sentence form) about the butterfly bush and three facts about a butterfly farm. Plan a field trip to a butterfly farm. 

6. Allow students to plant a butterfly bush near the classroom to observe butterflies in the spring and throughout late summer. Have students keep a daily log of the number of butterflies that visit the butterfly bush.  

7. Have each student write (in sentence form) two interesting facts they learned while doing their research. Tell the students that you will use their facts to create a game of “Insect Jeopardy.” (Ex. Caterpillars like to eat leafy vegetables.)

Communication:

1. Have students retell the story of Casper Caterpillar in their own words. 

2. Have students role-play the part of Casper Caterpillar. Conduct an interview with Casper before and after he becomes a butterfly. Allow students to ask Casper questions. 

3. Have students create and dictate their own stories about the main character to their parents for homework.  Allow students to share their stories. 

4. Have students check out books (from the media center) with insects as the main characters for their parents to read to them. Have students identify the main characters and retell the story in class or they may retell the story at home on tape. Have students bring tapes to share their stories with the class. 

Art:

1. Have students draw and color a picture of the main character in the story.

2. Have students create and color their own main character for a story. 

3. Have a Casper coloring poster contest. (Coloring Posters are Available. See Order Form.) 

4. Have students draw, color, and clip (from old magazines) pictures of butterflies.  Allow students to make a colorful collage for display. 

5. Allow students to work in small groups to make a diorama of a butterfly farm using large cardboard boxes, construction paper, paints, markers, and glue. When the farm is finished, have students make clay figures of caterpillars, butterflies, flowers, butterfly bushes, and trees. Add vegetables for the caterpillars. Display students’ work.

Writing: 

1. Review the writing process with students. Remind students to use the process with all writing activities.

2. Have students use encyclopedias and Internet to write five sentences describing how butterflies and moths are alike and how they are different.   

3. Have students write storybooks about Casper Caterpillar or they may select their own main character (insect). Have students draw and color illustrations for their storybooks. Allow students to use computers to type their stories.  

4. Have students write letters to their parents telling them about a happy event that took place in their lives. Have students address envelopes and mail their letters. 

Drama:

1. Allow students to dramatize the story of Casper Caterpillar.  

2. Assist students in presenting a puppet show based on Casper Caterpillar. 

Music:

1. Have students write poems about Casper Caterpillar.  

2. Have students make their poems into songs, record them with music, and play them in class.

3. Allow students to imitate the movements of caterpillars and butterflies to music. 

Celebration: 

1. Celebrate the completion of the book (ice cream and cookie party).

2. Complete the Certificate of Achievement (in back of book) for students to take home.

3. Display students’ work at Open House, Parent/Teacher Meetings, and in the media center.

Assessment: Play “Insect Jeopardy” using facts submitted by the students.

Materials/Technology Needed:

Casper The Ugliest Caterpillar, computers, Internet, dictionaries, encyclopedias, cassette play and tape, video camera, posters, paper, pencil, crayons

Culminating Activities:

1. Have students write their own storybooks. Assist students in designing colorful covers for their books. Allow students to compile their stories, poems, illustrations, drawings, songs, and any other materials they would like to include in their books. Assist them as they put their work in storybook format.
2. Plan a Storybook Fair in the spring. This will give students an opportunity to display their storybooks.  Also, plan a time when students can recite their poems, tell their stories, present their plays, and sing their songs to other children and parents.
3. Plan an Art Festival in the spring.  Display students’ stories, poems, masterpiece drawings and illustrations, essays, songs, plays, dioramas, etc.
4. Have a Storybook Contest and Art Contest.  Provide prizes, ribbons, and certificates for winners.
5. Present a Puppet Show about each character in the series. (Little Ricky Rabbit, Rachel Rabbit, Casper Caterpillar, Little Stinky Skunk, and Timmy Turtle)
6. Create a Class Rhyme Book.
7. Form a troupe of actors to present all of the stories (books) in the series: Little Ricky Rabbit, A Bow For Rachel Rabbit, Casper The Ugliest Caterpillar, Little Stinky Skunk, and Timmy The Turtle. These presentations can be excellent fund-raisers for your school. 
8. Provide your school newspaper or newsletter with cartoons to promote Character Education with Casper Caterpillar as the main character. 

9. Compile the students’ stories in a Book of Insect Tales.

10. Plan a field trip to a butterfly farm.

11. Plan Career Day at school. Invite people who have chosen careers that are related to insects.

Web Resources:  

